Step 4: Determine population, employment, and hous-ing projections Determine population, employment, and housing projections for a specified future date in the planning area. The drawback of using official data projections is that they only project several decades into the future. The prudence of this limitation stems from the uncer-tainty of factors that affect population, job, and hous-ing growth. The relatively short-term time accuracy of these projections complicates the calculation of sustainable life-cycles, given that the service life of an infrastructure such as a sewer system, bridge, or road may be centuries long.
Demand-capacity management assumes that the amount of growth that will occur in the future is deter-mined by a combination of forces: market, demographic, social, and government policy. Infrastructure planning based on demand-capacity management may accept the amount of projected growth as a given, focusing less on the actual quantity, but instead managing the location, density, and timing of projected growth.
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